
 
TAKEOFF BRIEF 

 
 
- This will be a (NORMAL / SHORT FIELD / SOFT FIELD) takeoff from RWY 
_____ at ____________ (LOCATION). 
(Confirm expected runway visually via Runway Markings or Runway 
Signage, if available.) 
 
- The wind is from ________ degrees which makes for a (LEFT / RIGHT) 
crosswind.  
 
- Initial climb-to altitude will be _________ MSL and our first turn will be a 
(LEFT / RIGHT) turn to a heading of ________. 
 
- If we have not attained _____ kts (calculate 70% of Vr) before reaching 
___________ (a location approx halfway down available takeoff distance) we 
will pull power and abort the takeoff.  
 
- If we have an engine failure while still on the ground, we will maintain 
directional control and come to a stop. 
 
- If we have an engine failure after liftoff but with enough runway remaining, 
we will land straight ahead.   
 
- If we have an engine failure after liftoff without enough runway remaining 
and below _______ MSL (800' AGL¹), we will immediately pitch for _____ kts 
(Vglide) while finding a place to land relatively straight ahead². 
 
- If we have an engine failure after liftoff and between ________ and 
_________ MSL (800' to 1000' AGL) we will immediately pitch for  
______ kts (Vglide) while making a (RIGHT / LEFT) turn (into the wind³) and 
set up to land on RWY _____. (May be the reciprocal RWY or it may be a 
different runway entirely.) 
 
- If we have an engine failure above ________ MSL (1000' AGL) we will pitch 
for ______ kts (Vglide) and make a (RIGHT / LEFT) turn (into the wind³) and 
set up to land on RWY _____. (May be the original RWY or it may be a 
different RWY entirely. 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTES:   
 
- 1. THE TURN-BACK ALTITUDES GIVEN ARE APPROXIMATIONS AND 
ARE BASED ON THE AVERAGE SMALL GENERAL AVIATION SINGLE 
ENGINE LAND AIRPLANE AND A PROPERLY TRAINED/PROFICIENT 
PILOT. THE ACTUAL VALUES FOR YOUR AIRPLANE AND SKILLS MAY 
BE MORE (OR EVEN LESS) THAN THE VALUES GIVEN. CONFIRMATION 
OF THESE VALUES FOR YOUR AIRPLANE AND SKILLS THROUGH 
RECENT PRACTICE WOULD BE PRUDENT.  
 
- 2. A review of satellite images prior to the flight MAY help to identify viable 
landing sites. 
 
- 3. By turning into the wind your path will be kept as close to the runway as 
possible during the turn and prevent attempting a power-off "base leg" from 
being into the wind. 
 
 

 
 


